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Why is there so much chaos and su� ering in the world to-
day? Are we sliding towards dystopia and perhaps extinc-

tion, or is there hope for a better future?  What happened in the 
human lineage over the last three million years that made us into 
a near-geologic force capable of altering the face of our planet and 
threatening our own existence?

In Emerging World, Roger Briggs explores the evolution of con-
sciousness and shows that this is behind everything humans have 
done, are now doing, and are capable of in the future. By bring-
ing together the best knowledge from paleoanthropology, cultural 
philosophy, cognitive psychology, and evolutionary theory, Briggs 
makes the case that humanity is now on the verge of a major trans-
formation, a monumental turning point in our story. Foreseen by 
many sages and scholars, this anticipated leap promises a new era 
of history and culture, and a new civi-
lization on Earth in which the needs of 
all people are met and we become stew-
ards of our living planet. Yet this is by no 
means guaranteed. Emerging World o� ers 
a new understanding of our crisis today 
and points the way to a bright future for 
humanity and life on our planet.
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Begin Here

In 1951 when I was born, the future of humanity looked very bright. 
Following two World Wars and the Great Depression, the ’50s and ’60s 

brought hard-earned prosperity to the U.S. in the form of big cars that guz-
zled 25-cent-a-gallon gasoline and sprawling homes in the suburbs tended 
by June Cleaver; “better living through chemistry” and a television in every 
living room was the essence of the good life; by the end of the ’50s the 
space age had begun, and the sky was literally no longer the limit. In those 
days everyone thought the progress possible for humans was boundless, 
and the seemingly unlimited resources of our planet were ours for the tak-
ing. It was a small world on a big planet.

But today, the future of humans on this planet looks very different. It’s 
now a big world on a small planet.1 For the first time, humans recognize the 
very real possibility that our future could be very bleak and fraught with 
suffering, or we may have no future at all. The pandemic of 2020 and its 
devastating repercussions exposed many deficiencies in our civilizational 
infrastructures and flaws in our cultural paradigms; it is now clear to all 
whose eyes are open that our current path is not sustainable, and it’s time 
for a new way for humans to be on this planet, and a new relationship with 
this planet. 

1. Taken from the excellent book by Johan Rockström and Mattias Klum, Big World, Small Planet. 
Max Strom Publishing (2015).
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But this is not a new idea. In 1966 when I was fifteen, there was something 
in the air, and many of us became infected with a dream and a shared vi-
sion of a new world. This became known as the counterculture. There was 
much talk and many great songs written about love and peace and justice, 
and some real changes like the Civil Rights movement, the women’s move-
ment, and environmentalism. Yet today war, poverty, and injustice are still 
here, and our planetary support systems are collapsing. Many now say that 
these dreams of a new world were simply naïve because human nature will 
never really change; and in fact, this dream did fade away for most of my 
generation, a youthful fantasy that evaporated with the realities of adult-
hood and the seduction of materialism. 

But it did not fade for me. More than fifty years later some of us still carry 
that vision, and it is reawakening today in a new generation of dreamers 
who see clearly that things cannot continue as they have been. Across all 
generations and all people, it is now time to come together to complete the 
work that began in the ’60s, to co-create a new civilization that works for 
everyone and honors our living planet. Emerging World is a contribution to 
this effort and is intended to inspire hope for the future, especially for the 
young ones of our planetary tribe who will inherit this world.

Since I was a teenager, I have been fascinated with the phenomenon of 
humanity – how we came to be on this miraculous planet, what makes 
us different from other animals, and what our future could hold. But as 
a lover of science, and having great curiosity, I could not be satisfied with 
simply accepting that God is the all-encompassing answer; and as an intu-
itive person, I could not accept that we are here merely by random chance. 
So I began a journey and a search that became this book. 

Emerging World is structured in two parts, around two big, fundamental 
questions: 

What are humans and what is our story?
What is the future of humanity?
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Part I, The Story of Humans, begins by introducing the two major concepts 
that support the rest of the book: evolution (Chapter One) and consciousness 
(Chapter Two). Thereafter, these merge into the main subject of the book, 
the evolution of consciousness. 

In Chapters Three and Four we explore the pioneering work of Jean Geb-
ser, Merlin Donald, and Arthur M. Young, who each contributed ground-
breaking theories about the evolution of culture and consciousness, and 
the story of humans. By the end of Chapter Four, the end of Part I, these 
three theories are integrated and correlated with the archaeological record 
to create a new and simple four-part story of human evolution – our story. 
This story begins roughly 3 million years ago when our lineage diverged 
from the rest of life on the planet in a new direction, to go where no other 
living thing on Earth has ever gone. Our ancestral lineage, which I will 
refer to by the scientific name Homo, became something entirely new. As 
a result, we humans are now an overwhelmingly powerful force on this 
planet. We dominate. And in one way or another we will determine our 
own future, whether that be a bad one or a good one.

In Part II, The Future of Humanity, we begin by confronting head-on our 
current civilizational paradigm and recognizing it as a developmental stage 
that we have been in for 5,000 years. We then explore the emerging higher 
consciousness and the next stage of human evolution that many visionar-
ies have foretold. We will refer to this as the Planetary consciousness. The 
last chapter takes on the project of our time: building a new civilization 
that promotes the well-being of all people and the planet by generating a 
Planetary culture. In the end, I hope to leave you inspired and optimistic 
about the future of humanity, and committed to actions you can take that 
support and nurture this emerging world.

Before we begin this journey together, I want to offer some words of en-
couragement for those readers who might feel intimidated or discouraged 
by the amount and the nature of knowledge I will take you through, es-
pecially in the first four chapters. This brings to mind a question I heard 
many times during my 30-year career as a physics teacher. Will this be 
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on the test? For too many people the experience of learning in school was 
fraught with stress and fear and anxiety when, instead, learning and the 
exploration of knowledge should be joyful and liberating and exciting. So, 
I promise you there will be no test, and I ask you to try to feel the joy and 
don’t let anything intimidate you as we explore these vast fields of knowl-
edge together. Simply, let it wash over you. It is certainly not the case that 
you will need to remember and master every detail before being able to 
move on. Far from it: Mostly I will be fleshing out big ideas, with some 
supporting details, trying to bring you the forest rather than the trees. If 
there are any important points that you will need to remember for later, I 
will emphasize those. This will be a wild ride, so fasten your seat belts, and 
let our journey begin!

Roger Briggs
Boulder Canyon, Colorado

January 1, 2021




